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May 26, 2021  

 

Dear Visitation Parish Catholic School Families, 

As a parish, we have persevered through extreme hardship over the past year.  Despite COVID-19 

induced restrictions and capacity limitations on Mass attendance, we continue to give thanks for our 

vibrant faith community and the parish’s continuing commitment to its educational ministry.  Over the 

past year, your administration and teachers worked tirelessly and, in concert with Catholic schools across 

the diocese, were committed to providing a full time, in-person education for your children.   

We look forward to the 2021 – 2022 academic year with optimism!  We are energized by the prospect of 

starting a return to normal while incorporating the lessons learned from the past year.  We remain 

committed to improving the educational experience at Visitation Catholic School.  In that spirit, we are 

pleased to announce an enhanced tuition structure that reaffirms the school’s mission and aligns to its 

priorities as a parish school committed to families of the parish, particularly families with multiple 

children.   

Key aspects of the new tuition structure are as follows: 

1. Tuition rate schedules specific to Parishioners and Non-Parishioners;  

2. Accelerating tuition discount structure for multiple children; and 

3. Large family tuition cap (tuition is capped at the 4-child rate). 

Visitation parish is committed to its educational ministry; supporting parents in properly catechizing their 

children is vital work of the church.  It is in this spirit, through the generous giving of all parishioners, the 

parish subsidizes the operating costs of the school so that parishioners with young families can afford a 

quality Catholic education for their children.  We also welcome, as capacity allows, other families who 

appreciate the benefits of a Catholic education.  Accordingly, we have developed a tuition rate schedule 

for those families who are committed to the precepts of the church and, as a result, actively participate in 

the life of the church (Parishioner Rate) and a tuition rate schedule for those families who appreciate the 

benefits of a Catholic education while not having made such a commitment (Non-Parishioner Rate).  The 

Parishioner Rate reflects the support of fellow parishioners and the Non-Parishioner Rate offers a 

compelling value proposition. 

Please consider the following practical guidance.  A Parishioner is a family who: 

1. Regularly attends Sunday Mass and Holy Days of Obligation 

2. Receives the sacraments of the Eucharist and Confession at least once a year 

3. Observes the fasting and abstinence disciplines of the Church 

4. Is registered with the parish using the parish registration system (Flocknote) 

5. Assists with the material needs of the Church each according to their own ability with their time 

(volunteering), treasure (monetary tithing), and talent (lectoring, cantoring, or otherwise 

contributing your skills to help the parish).   

 

 

 

 

https://visitationparish4.flocknote.com/
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As you think about assisting with the material needs of the Church according to your own ability, please 

reflect on the following:   

Although a practical necessity, tithing is much more than a financial donation to cover the 

operating costs of the parish.  A tithe is both an obligation under the laws of the church and a 

charitable act of a joyful heart.  One is asked to give of their first fruits and not of what is left 

over. Tithing should force you to think about your engagement with a fallen world and how you 

can deepen your relationship with God.  The discipline of tithing is a sacrificial act, an offering to 

the bride of Christ.  It is an act of faith where you place your trust in the Lord. 

Please have faith and give generously with a joyful heart.  

“Give and gifts will be given to you; a good measure, packed together, shaken down, and 

overflowing, will be poured into your lap. For the measure with which you measure will in return 

be measured out to you.” (Lk 6:38). 

As you reflect on the meaning of a tithe and pray about what giving according to your own ability means 

to you, please consider the suggested guideline of 2% of your income as a starting point.  To facilitate 

efficient accounting and recordkeeping, the parish’s e-giving service is the way to make regular (weekly 

or monthly) financial contributions. Visitation Giving Portal   

* * * * *  

Attached to this letter is a Tuition Election and Policies and Procedures Acknowledgement Form, which 

provides complete details about tuition rates for the 2021 – 2022 academic year.  We are pleased to 

maintain the per student supply/book fees at $450, consistent with last year.  However, we ask that this 

fee, which is non-refundable be remitted via Smart Tuition by July 31, 2021.  We recognize the sacrifices 

each family makes to send their children to Visitation Catholic School.  We are able to provide faith 

formation and a quality education at tuition rates more competitive than area parochial/private schools 

because of the continuing financial support of the school by the parish.  It is because of this support we 

are pleased to inform you that the baseline tuition rate (Parishioner single child tuition) is increasing only 

$200.00 despite inflationary cost pressures well in excess of this amount. 

Although we believe our tuition rate schedule is very competitive and offers superior value, we recognize 

some of our parish families may be suffering financial hardship.  If you need financial assistance to make 

a Visitation Catholic School education attainable for your children, please go to these pages on our 

website for information: https://www.visitationelmhurst.org/catholic-education-foundation.html , 

https://www.visitationelmhurst.org/stl-legacy-fund.html and https://www.visitationelmhurst.org/tax-

credit-scholarship.html.  Please remember, Visitation Parish is committed to assisting parishioners with 

the education of their children.  

Please note that the Tuition Election and Policies and Procedures Acknowledgement Form must be 

completed, signed, and returned to the school office by June 4, 2021 to confirm your child(ren)’s spot for 

next year. 

Thank you for your continued support and we look forward to a tremendous upcoming school year. 

God bless you, 

Fr. Greg Skowron, Pastor Carrie Mijal, Principal 

Visitation Parish Visitation Catholic School 
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